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MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF ARCHITECTURE 
RULES AND REGULATIONS 

As of May 15, 2012 

 

 
 

FOR THE 2013 RENEWAL 
In order to renew your license in November (renewals will open on October 1 and are due by 
November 30), the Board will honor the previous rules or the new rules.  
 
In order to renew this cycle, you must have earned 24 credits/hours (CEHs) since December 1, 
2011. All activities must be in HSW course work. Up to 8 can be in self-directed activities, but you 
are required to have at least 16 hours in structured activities.  
 
If you meet the requirements of the new rules, you will meet the requirements of the previous rules.  
 
FROM JANUARY 2014 FORWARD, THE NEW RULES ARE IN AFFECT:  
Beginning in January 2014 (for the 2015 renewal and on) licensees must adhere to the revised and 
current CE rules. It is critical – a must – that you review the new rules in their entirety. See Chapter 
6 of the Rules and Regulations within this document.  
 
However, the highlights: 

 Licensees must earn 12 hours (CEHs) per calendar year (Rule 6.2) 
 Any CEHs in excess of 12 in any calendar year will be disallowed and cannot count 

toward the hours needed for renewal 
 All CEHs must be in the newly defined HSW topics (Rule 6.5) 
 All CEHs must be in the newly defined structured activities (Rule 6.4) 
 If you are a resident of another state, we will continue to offer what is known as “CE 

Reciprocity” IF you have a reciprocating policy in your resident state (Rule 6.7/B/4) 
 
RENEWAL CYCLE VS. CE REPORTING PERIOD 
Although the continuing education reporting clock is based on a calendar year, renewals will 
continue to be due every two years (by November 30 of odd calendar years). Therefore, at the time 
you renew your license in 2015 and forward, you will be required to have 24 CEHs total, with 12 
CEHs in each calendar year. 
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Part 201 Chapter 6: Mandatory Continuing Education Guidelines  
 
Introduction.  The timeline of these guidelines shall be effective for the 2013 renewal period and 
thereafter.  For the 2013 renewal only, any CEHs earned during the month of December 2011 
may be counted toward the calendar year 2012 requirement.  
 
Rule 6.1  Purpose 
Continuing Education (CE) is post-licensure learning that enables a registered architect to 
increase or update knowledge of and competence in technical and professional subjects related to 
the practice of architecture to safeguard the public’s health, safety, and welfare.  Each registrant 
shall be required to meet the continuing education requirements of these guidelines.  These 
guidelines provide for a mandatory continuing education program to insure that registered 
architects remain informed of those technical and professional subjects the Board deems 
appropriate to safeguard life, health and promote the public welfare.  
 
Source:  Miss. Code Ann.§73-1-9 
 
Rule 6.2  Requirements 
 
A Continuing Education Hour (CEH) is one continuous instructional hour (50 to 60 minutes of 
con-tact) spent in Structured Educational Activities intended to increase or update the architect’s 
knowledge and competence in health, safety, and welfare subjects. If the provider of the 
Structured Educational Activities prescribes a customary time for completion of such an 
Activity, then such prescribed time shall, unless the Board finds the prescribed time to be 
unreasonable, be accepted as the architect’s time for Continuing Education Hour purposes 
irrespective of actual time spent on the activity.  
 
Each Mississippi registered architect shall complete a minimum twelve (12) CEHs per calendar 
year, which shall total twenty-four (24) CEHs to be reported with each biennial (every two 
years) renewal. All CEHs must be in structured continuing education activities as defined in 6.4, 
and shall be in health, safety and welfare topics as defined in 6.5. 
 
Source:  Miss. Code Ann.§73-1-9 
 
Rule 6.3  Policy and Administration 
In regard to continuing education, the Board shall have the following duties: 
A. To exercise general supervisory authority over the administration of these rules; and 
B. to establish regulations consistent with these rules; and 
C. to organize sub-committees and delegate executive authority. 
 
Source:  Miss. Code Ann.§73-1-9 
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Rule 6.4   Structured Continuing Education 
Structured continuing educational activities are those in which at least 75 percent of an activity’s 
content and instructional time must be devoted to health, safety, and welfare subjects related to 
the practice of architecture, including courses of study or other activities under the areas 
identified as health, safety and welfare subjects and provided by qualified individuals or 
organizations, whether delivered by direct contact or distance learning methods. 
 
Structured course study shall consist of participation in education activities presented by 
individuals or groups qualified by professional, practical, or academic experience to conduct 
courses of study.  Structured Continuing Education shall include the following types of 
activities: 
A.  Attending professional or technical presentations at meetings, conventions, or conferences. 
B. Attending in-house programs sponsored by corporations or other organizations. 
C. Successfully completing seminars, tutorials, short courses, on-line courses, correspondence 

courses, televised courses, or videotaped courses. 
D. Successfully completing college or university sponsored courses. 
E. Successfully completing courses that are awarded continuing education credits. 
 
Source:  Miss. Code Ann.§73-1-9 
 
Rule 6.5  Health, Safety, and Welfare Subjects  
Technical and professional subjects that the Board deems appropriate to safeguard the public and 
that are within the following enumerated areas necessary for the proper evaluation, design, 
construction, and utilization of buildings and the built environment.  
A. Building systems: Structural, Mechanical, Electra-cal, Plumbing, Communications, Security, 

Fire Protection  
B. Construction Contract Administration: Contracts, Bidding, Contract Negotiations  
C. Construction Documents: Drawings, Specifications, Delivery Methods  
D. Design: Urban Planning, Master Planning, Building Design, Site Design, Interiors, Safety 

and Security Measures  
E. Environment: Energy Efficiency, Sustainability, Natural Resources, Natural Hazards, 

Hazardous Materials, Weatherproofing, Insulation  
F. Legal: Laws, Codes, Zoning, Regulations, Standards, Life Safety, Accessibility, Ethics, 

Insurance to protect Owners and Public 
G. Materials and Methods: Construction Systems, Products, Finishes, Furnishings, Equipment 

PRE-DESIGN: Land Use Analysis, Programming, Site Selection, Site and Soils Analysis, 
Surveying  

H. Preservation: Historic, Reuse, Adaptation 
 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann.§73-1-9 
 
Rule 6.6  Computation of Credit 
A. Successfully completing one (1) hour professional development education (50 to 60 minutes 

actual course or contact time) shall be the equivalent of one (1) CEUs CEH.  No credit will 
be allowed for introductory remarks, meals, breaks, or business/administration matters 
related to courses of study.  
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B. The Board has final authority with respect to approval of courses, credits, and continuing 
education hours for courses and any other method of earning credit. 
 

C. Hours claimed for continuing education credit must be in addition to or outside of the 
registrant’s normal day-to-day business activities. 

 
Source:  Miss. Code Ann.§73-1-9 
 
Rule 6.7 Scope and Exemptions 
A. Scope: These guidelines shall apply to all architects registered by the Board. Failure to obtain 

CEHs in conformance with these rules shall subject the architect to disciplinary action. 
B. Exemptions:   

1. A first-time new registrant by exam or reciprocity will be exempt for the first renewal 
period. NOTE: This exemption does not apply on applications for reinstatement of 
registration. 

2. Registrant is an emeritus status architect on record with this Board.  
3. Registrant is a civilian who serves on active duty in the Armed Forces of the United 

States for a period of time exceeding ninety (90) consecutive days during the two year 
reporting period. (This does not include a career military person who is reassigned 
overseas, etc.). 

4. Resident registrants of any other NCARB jurisdiction with either a mandatory or 
voluntary continuing education program provided that same jurisdiction accepts the 
Mississippi continuing education requirement as satisfying their continuing education 
requirement, and provided that the registrant truthfully certifies by affidavit and annual 
report that all requirements of that jurisdiction for current continuing education 
compliance and registration have been met.  For continuing education purposes, the 
address of record on file with the Board will determine “residence”. Registrant must 
attach to the annual report form a copy of the most recently-issued wallet card, letter of 
good standing, or certificate. 

5. Personal or medical hardship will be considered on an individual basis. Requests must be 
received at the Board office no later than November 1 of the renewal year. 

 
Source:  Miss. Code Ann.§73-1-9 
 
 Rule 6.8  Reporting 
A. The continuing education section of the renewal application must be completed in full in 

order to process the registration renewal. Do not send documentation with renewal. A 
random audit of annual reports will be conducted post renewal to ensure accuracy and 
compliance. 

B. Each registrant, at renewal of registration time, shall submit the required continuing 
education information, which shall include an affidavit attesting to the registrant’s fulfillment 
of these continuing education requirements.  No carry over of continuing education hours is 
permitted.   

C. Each affidavit shall be reviewed by the Board and may be subject to audit for verification of 
compliance with requirements.  Registrants shall retain proof of fulfillment of requirements 
for a period of six (6) years after submission in the event that the affidavit and annual report 
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is selected for audit.  The Board may require a detailed synopsis or report for verification of 
CEHs claimed. 

D. The Board may, upon audit for verification of compliance, disallow claimed credit for 
continuing education units.  The registrant shall have sixty (60) calendar days after 
notification of disallowance of credit to substantiate the original claim or earn other CEHs 
credit which fulfills minimum requirements. Failure to substantiate the original claim or to 
earn other credit before the expiration of the 60 calendar days shall invalidate the renewal 
and the respondent’s license shall be immediately rendered inactive. 

 
Source:  Miss. Code Ann.§73-1-9 
 
Rule 6.9  Recordkeeping 
A. The registrant is responsible for retaining proof of participation in continuing education 

activities. Supporting documents may include but are not limited to:  
1. a log showing activity claimed, sponsoring organization, location, duration, etc.;  
2. attendance certificates;  
3. signed attendance receipts;  
4. paid receipts;  
5. sponsor's list of attendees (signed by a person in responsible charge of the activity); 
6. an AIA transcript for the prescribed period. 

B. Registrants who claim CEHs for videotaped instructional materials and self-study courses 
must retain information which: 
1. accounts for the amount of time spent completing the activity;  
2. summarizes the content of the activity; and  
3. relates the activity to the health, safety, and welfare of the public. 

C. These records must be retained for a period of six (6) years from the date of report. Copies 
must be furnished to the Board for audit purposes if requested. 

 
Source:  Miss. Code Ann.§73-1-9 
 
Rule 6.10  Disallowances 
If continuing education credits are disallowed, the registrant shall have sixty (60) calendar days 
after notification to substantiate the original claim or earn other continuing education credits to 
meet the minimum requirements. Failure to substantiate the original claim or to earn other credit 
before the expiration of the 60 calendar days shall invalidate the renewal and the respondent’s 
license shall be immediately rendered inactive. 
 
Source:  Miss. Code Ann.§73-1-9 
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Rule 6.11  Penalty for Late Units 
The base penalty for CEHs earned late for any calendar year shall be $200, to which will be 
added a penalty fee of $25 per late CEH per month for each month beyond the preceding 
calendar year, ending on December 31.  Any of the required 12 CEHs to be earned annually that 
are earned after December 31 shall be considered late.  
 
The penalty fee formula is as follows:  Base penalty of $200.00 + ($25 penalty x no. of CEHs 
late x no. of months late) = late CEH penalty.   
 
Source:  Miss. Code Ann.§73-1-9 
 
Rule 6.12  Noncompliance and Sanctions 
Failure to fulfill the continuing education requirements and to file a properly completed and 
signed annual report shall result in non-renewal of the architect's certificate of registration. 
Submission of a false statement in regard to continuing education could subject the licensee to 
discipline for a violation of this section as well as 73-1-29 (b) and/or 4.4.5. 
 
Source:  Miss. Code Ann.§73-1-9 


