
WHICH PROJECTS REQUIRE A LICENSED ARCHITECT? 
(Miss. Code Ann. §73-1-39 and Board of Architecture Rule 3.2.20) 

Note: All questions of exempt status are subject to more stringent local code requirements. 

Private/Commercial Projects 

Publicly Owned Projects 

Will the expenditure exceed $100,000 
($150,000 if political subdivision work 

forces are used)? (Miss. Code Ann. §73-
13-45)

Yes Architect required 

No 

Is the overall building ≥ 10,000 square feet*, 
or is the space to be erected, enlarged or 
altered within a building that is ≥ 10,000 

square feet*, or will the overall building be ≥ 
10,000 square feet* after alteration or 

enlargement? 

*Measured by ground floor area.

Yes 

Architect required 

No 

Is the building over two (2) stories in height 
(regardless of size), or will it exceed two (2) 
stories after alteration or enlargement?  

Yes 

Architect required 

No 

Architect not required 

Is it a farm building, one-family or two-
family residence building, or domestic 
outbuilding (regardless of size or cost)? 

Yes Architect not required 

No 

Is the overall building ≥ 5,000 square 
feet, or is the space to be erected, 

enlarged or altered within a building that 
is ≥ 5,000 square feet, or will the overall 

building be ≥ 5,000 square feet after 
alteration or enlargement? 

Yes 

Architect required 

No 
Is the building over two (2) stories in height 
(regardless of size), or will it exceed two (2) 
stories after alteration or enlargement?  

Yes 

Architect required 

No 

Architect not required 

Note: A building, as defined by the Board, includes the total gross floor area, both heated and/or unheated, within the surrounding exterior walls. 
Areas of the building not provided with surrounding walls shall be included in the building area if such areas are included within the horizontal 
projection of the roof or floor above. 


